CHAPTEE VI

SPANIABDS  ON THE  COAST

THE black clouds were gathering round the doomed
Chibcha nation, though still far below their horizon.
Even to the people on the coast the first warning
was, as it were, a little cloud out of the sea, like a
man's hand. The wonderful apparition scarcely
portended what was to come. Two small vessels
were seen sailing along the coast. They were
wonderful, for such canoes, so large and so high
out of the water, had never been seen or heard of.
Then strange men came on shore, and bartered
with the natives for pearls and gold. In their
dealings they were kind and just, and the natives
were consequently quite friendly.

This was the small exploring expedition of
Eodrigo de Bastidas, a scrivener and a native of
Seville, who obtained a licence for his expedition
on June 5, 1500. The two small ships left
Cadiz in October. The expedition of Alonzo de
Ojeda had just returned, having discovered the
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